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English 12 

Enrique’s Journey: Research Terms 

Directions: As we read the narrative book Enrique’s Journey during the first quarter of the year, use 

these lists of research terms to complete your short research essays. 

Pre-reading               

     page            

Central America 

Honduras 

Map 

Map 

Guatemala Map 

Chiapas Map 

Mexico Map 

Nuevo Laredo Map 

Rio Grande Map 

 

Prologue          

           page         

Smuggler (coyotes) xi 

The ‘Train of Death’ (El Tren de la Muerte) xii 

Immigration xiii 

Mexican Guest Workers (Braceros) xiii 

Los Angeles xiii 

U.S. Immigration and Naturalization Service  xv 

Mexican Migrant Rights Group (Grupo Beta) xvii 

Migrants                                                  xix 

Immigration Check Point xxi 

Human Rights              xxii 
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Chapter One:  The Boy Left Behind 

       page             page 

Tegucigalpa  4 Surrogate Mother 17 

Social Security Card 8 “The Last Supper” 17 

Beverly Hills 8 Immigration consultant 18 

White-collar Job 9 Guatemalan Consulate 18 

‘Sniffing glue’ 12 Government-run foster homes 21 

Public hospital 13 Nayarit (Mexico) 22 

Emergency Welfare 15 Nicaraguan contras 28 

Arthritis 15 Bandits 35 

Border Patrol Agents 16 Veracruz (Mexico) 38 

U.S. Resident 17 MS gangsters (Mara Salvatrucha) 39 

Storefront Immigration Counselors 17 Lempira 43 

 

Chapter 2. Seeking Mercy   

       page             page 

Oaxaca, Mexico 45 The Bus of Tears (El Bus de Lagrimas) 50 

Agencia Federal de Investigacion 

(Mexico) 

48 Detention Center 51 

Municipal police officer  48 18th Street Gang 52 

Albergue Belen shelter 49 Red Cross 57 

Tapachula, Mexico 49 Social Worker 58 

Judicial police agents 49   

‘corruption’ 49   
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Chapter Three:  Facing the Beast  

       page             page 

Chiapas, Mexico 61 La Arrocera 79 

Rio Suchiate 61 Migration Expert 79 

‘El Norte’ 61 Amphetamines 86 

San Cristobal 70 Shelter of Jesus the Good Shepherd 90 

San Judas Tadeo 70 Cultural anthropologist 98 

AIDS 78 Oaxaca, Mexico 98 

 

Chapter Four: Gifts and Faith    

       page             page 

Twenty-third Psalm 102 Virgin of Guadalupe 110 

Ninety-First Psalm 102 Ash Wednesday 114 

Holy Trinity 102 Day of the Migrant 114 

Ixtepec 103 Human trafficking 117 

Zapotec and Mixtec indigenous cultures 103 Humanitarian 117 

World Bank 105 Extortion 117 

Mexican Revolution 105 Cordoba, Mexico 120 

Orange County, California 106 Pico de Orizaba, Mexico 123 

Good Samaritan 107 Peaks of Acultzingo 124 

Refugee 107 Teotihuacan 125 

Parasites 108 Mexico City 126 
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Chapter Five: On the Border 

       page             page 

Rio Bravo 137 Seismic sensors 165 

North Carolina 137 Christian 173 

U.S. Immigration Authorities 141 Conservative 173 

Los Angeles Unified School District 156 Border Patrol Checkpoints 151 

Texas 163 Mother’s Day 154 

Thermal imaging 165 Day of the Dead 175 

 

Chapter Six: A Dark River, Perhaps a New Life 

       page             page 

Gulf of Mexico 180 The Odyssey 190 

Juvenile prisons 181 The Grapes of Wrath 190 

Corrections Corporation of America 182 Dust Bowl 191 

San Judas Tadeo 187 ‘Wetbacks’ 191 

Orlando, Florida 189   

    

 

Chapter Seven: The Girl Left Behind 

Drug Addict 211 Unemployment 228 

Fake identification papers 222 Racism 229 

Instituto Hondureno de la Ninez y la 

Familia - IHNFA 

(Honduran Institute for Children and 

Families) 

227 Internet Store 237 
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Afterword: Women, Children, and the Immigration Debate 

Death Penalty 242 Economic elites 252 

Drug Cartels 242 Low-education occupations 252 

Los Angeles Newcomer School 245 National Research Council 253 

Community Counseling Center 248 Nobel Laureates 253 

School Psychologist 248 Government Services 254 

CASA YMCA Shelter (Tijuana, Mexico) 248 Medicaid 254 

Gross domestic product 249 Food stamps 254 

International Organization for Migration 

(Honduras) 

249 Center for Immigration Studies 255 

Community Counseling Center 248 Minorities 255 

School Psychologist 248 Proposition 187 256 

Democratic Process 249 Depressed wages 256 

United Nations Development Program 250 Ellis Island 257 

La reconquista (the reconquest) 251 RAND Corporation 257 

Welfare 251 Public Policy Institute of California 259 

Minimum wage 251 U.S. trade policies 259 

Repressive regimes 252   

 

Epilogue 

Common-law husband 262 ‘Don Francisco Presenta’ 263 

    

 


